
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

3 THINGS TO KNOW 

WHEN INTERACTING

WITH POLICE

1

2

3

Don’t talk to the police ever

Anything you say can be used 

against you and others to build a 

case. Instead say “I choose to remain

silent”.  

You only have to tell police your

name, address and date of birth. 

Things you can ask

“Am i free to go?” “Am I being detained?” 

“Am I under arrest?”

If police say you are not under arrest,

but are not free to go, then you are 

being detained.

don’t consent to any search

Say “I do not consent to a Search”

loudly to a legal observer or friend 

taking notes.  If you are being detained

police can pat down the outside of your 

cothing.

If they search any more than this say clearly

“i do not consent to a search”

*never lie to cops as it could add to charges, but

know that cops can and will lie to you.

Magic words
1. i choose to remain silent. I want a lawyer.

2. am i under arrest? Am I being detained? 

   Am I free to go?

3. I do not consent to this search

1st Amendment
protects your right to speak freely and to advocate

for social change.

5th amendment
Gives every person the right to remain silent when

questioned by any police officer or govt agent.

4th Amendment
Restricts the government’s power to enter and 

search your home or workplace, although there

are now many exceptions as new laws and expanded

surveillance.

be aware of new laws in your area, trumped up charges and how to interact with cops
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